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Abstract

In contemporary times, the issue of boundary disputes remains a
matter of significant concern for states, particularly in relation to maritime
boundaries. The maritime domain is rich in both living and non-living
resources, offering vast potential for exploitation. These resources
present strategic and economic opportunities for coastal states, which
seek to harness them to drive national development and economic
prosperity. In pursuit of such benefits, overlapping claims to maritime
areas have increasingly emerged, giving rise to legal disputes under
international law. Hence, this article aims to contribute to the study of
the processes and methods involved in maritime boundary delimitation,
with a particular focus on the delimitation of the continental shelf. It
seeks to examine and explain the relevant legal principles governing the
delimitation of the continental shelf as reflected in the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), and to analyze the
jurisprudence of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) and the
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) in applying these

principles.
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! United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, December 10, 1982, UNTS 1833, 3.
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2 proclamation No. 2667, “Policy of the United States with Respect to National Resources
of the Subsoil and Sea-Bed of the Continental Shelf”, 28 Sept. 1945 10 Fed. Reg. 12303 Tu UNA
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3 Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, “The Law of the Sea: Definition of
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> Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, “The Law of the Sea: Definition of the

Continental Shelf.” pp.1-5.
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13 Dispute concerning delimitation of the maritime boundary between Bangladesh
and Myanmar in the Bay of Bengal (Bangladesh/Myanmar), ITLOS case no.16, 14 March 2012.
! Territorial and maritime dispute (Nicaragua v. Colombia), Judgment of 19

November 2012. ICJ Reports 2012, p.624.
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3.2. AR Nicaragua v. Colombia (ICJ, 2012)

¥ 2
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1> Bangladesh/Myanmar, paras. 240 and 233.
1 |bid., paras. 241, 291-293, 361-362, 474.
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7 Territorial and maritime dispute (Nicaragua v. Colombia), paras. 127-129 and 141.
'8 Ibid., paras. 230-241

¥ Ibid., para. 215

2 |bid., paras. 236-238.

21 Bangladesh/Myanmar, paras. 240-241
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