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Abstract

This research is a qualitative study that examines the status and roles of
women subjected to foot binding, using the theoretical framework of binary
opposition between the domestic and public spheres. It aims to analyze the status
and roles of Foot binding women in the families of the female protagonists Baihe
and Xuehua from the translated Thai version of the English novel Snow Flower
and the Secret Fan. Data were collected and analyzed from books, articles, and
relevant academic research.

The findings indicate that cultural values and ethical norms surrounding
foot binding play a significant role in shaping the identities and societal
expectations of the two protagonists. Their roles are categorized into three stages:
(1) as daughters, they are expected to obey their parents and remain confined to
household duties, without access to education or participation in public life;
(2) as wives, they are obligated to serve their husbands’ families and manage
domestic responsibilities, with their status largely determined by their ability to
bear sons; and (3) as mothers, they are responsible for maintaining the household
and raising children, with particular emphasis placed on producing male heirs.
This Study highlights that the ethical and cultural perspectives on foot binding are
key variables in determining the restricted status and roles of women in traditional
Chinese society, as reflected through the experiences of the two main characters.
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An Analysis of the Status and Roles of Foot Binding Women in Chinese Families from the English Novel Translated into Thai
“Snow Flower and the Secret Fan”

| Sarinya Promes; Supatsara Khanan; Sakkarin Sawatdee
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An Analysis of the Status and Roles of Foot Binding Women in Chinese Families from the English Novel Translated into Thai
“Snow Flower and the Secret Fan”
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